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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed on 02/24/2009 with respect to claims 1,3-7, 
and 9-13 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 



2. Regarding objection to the specification provided in the previous office 
action for not providing a descriptive title; Applicant has amended the title 
of the invention hence the objection to the title is withdrawn. 



3. Claim 1 was objected to in the previous office action; Applicant has 
amended claim 1 to overcome the objection to claim 1 . 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1,3-7, and 9 - 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sato et al. (US patent NO. 6,977,676) in view of 
Lassiter (US patent NO. 6,624,846). 
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Regarding claim 1, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring system for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 

a first image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) for storing in 
a storage unit image data derived (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage) from a first 
camera unit capable of taking images from different imaging directions (figures 1 and 
item 101 and figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when 
combined together are considered as one camera unit and they take images from 
different imaging directions), and position information associated with each set of image 
data (column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 
lines 1 - 9, image signal 113 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b), said 
first image display portion displaying either compressed images of said image data 
having been compressed from said first camera unit or compressed images of said 
image data read from said storage unit and then being compressed (column 5 lines 10 - 
18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 
113 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b), at a position based on position 
information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with the position 
information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein (figure 5a and 
5b); 

a second image display portion (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202) for 
deriving moving image data from a second camera unit capable of taking images from 
changeable directions and displaying said moving image data (figures 1 and item 110 
and figure 7 item 73); and 
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wherein a predetermined range is selected with a first indicating display and 
superimposed on said first image display portion, and said moving image data is 
derived within said predetermined range (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose a third image display portion for storing in a 
storage unit image data, derived from different positions from said first camera unit over 
all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof, with position 
information associated with each set of said image data derived from different positions 
from said first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement 
range thereof, said third image display portion displaying either compressed images of 
said image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof having been compressed from said first camera unit 
or compressed images of said image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof read from said storage 
unit and then being compressed, at a position based on associated position information, 
with the position information of a respective set of said image data sets derived from the 
first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof 
being assembled therein. Lassiter, on the other hand discloses a third image display 
portion for storing in a storage unit image data, derived from different positions from 
said first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range 
thereof, with position information associated with each set of said image data derived 
from different positions from said first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof, said third image display portion displaying either 
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compressed images of said image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range tliereof having been 
compressed from said first camera unit or compressed images of said image data 
derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum 
movement range thereof read from said storage unit and then being compressed, at a 
position based on associated position information, with the position information of a 
respective set of said image data sets derived from the first camera unit over all image- 
taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Lassiter discloses a third image display portion for storing in a 
storage unit image data, derived from different positions from said first camera unit over 
all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof (figure 9 item 901 ; 
maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a single camera), with 
position information associated with each set of said image data derived from different 
positions from said first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum 
movement range thereof (column 7 liens 3 et seq.; direction and position information 
stored in item 103 of figure 1), said third image display portion displaying either 
compressed images of said image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof having been 
compressed from said first camera unit or compressed images of said image data 
derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum 
movement range thereof read from said storage unit and then being compressed (figure 
9 item 901; maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a single 
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camera), at a position based on associated position information, with the position 
information of a respective set of said image data sets derived from the first camera unit 
over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof being 
assembled therein (column 7 liens 3 etseq.; direction and position information stored in 
item 103 of figure 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Lassiter with the teachings 
of Sato et al. because in column 3 lines 1 - 67 Lassiter teaches that the invention 
improves the visual user interface and makes it easier to control the camera. 

Regarding claim 3, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1 Sato et al. in 
view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Sato et al. 

teaches that said first and second image display portions make display on mutually 
different areas on display means (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 203 and 202). 

Regarding claim 4, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1 Sato et al. in 

view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Lassiter 
teaches that wherein display information of a range indicated by a second indicating 
display superimposed on said third image display portion is displayed on said first 
image display portion (figure 9 items 901 - 903). 

Regarding claim 5, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4 Sato et al. in 
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view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Lassiter 
teaches that while selection is being made with said first or second indicating displays, 
and during the time from said selection until starting of image-taking of said selected 
range, image data within said predetermined range selected with said first or second 
indicating displays is read out from said storage unit and displayed on said second or 
first image display portions (figure 9 items 901 - 903). 

Regarding claim 6, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 4 Sato et al. in 
view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Lassiter 
teaches that upon selection of an arbitrary point on said first or third image display 
portion, said first or second indicating displays are superimposed on said first or third 
image display portion according to said selected arbitrary point (figure 9 item 902). 

Regarding claim 7, Sato et al. discloses a monitoring method for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC), comprising: 

a step for storing in a storage unit image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image 
storage), derived from a first camera unit (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) 
capable of taking images from different imaging directions (figures 1 and item 101 and 
figure 7 items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined 
together are considered as one camera unit and they take images from different 
imaging directions), and position information associated with each set of image data 
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(column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 
1 - 9, image signal 113 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b); 

a step for displaying on a first image display portion, either compressed images 
of said image data having been compressed from said first camera unit or compressed 
images of said image data read from said storage unit and then being compressed 
(column 5 lines 10-18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 
1 - 9, image signal 113 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b), at a position 
based on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein 
(figure 5a and 5b); 

a step for deriving moving image data from a second camera unit (figures 2, 12A 
- 12B, and 13 item 202) capable of taking images from changeable directions (figures 1 
and item 110 and figure 7 item 73); 

a step for displaying said moving image data on a second image display portion 
(figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 202); 

wherein a predetermined range is selected with a first indicating display and 
superimposed on said first image display portion, and said moving image data is 
derived within said predetermined range (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose a step of using a third image display portion 
for storing in a storage unit image data, taken of different positions with said first camera 
unit over all image-taking directions in the maximum movement range thereof, with 
position information attached to each set of image data taken over all image-taking 
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directions in tlie maximum movement range, and displaying in the third image display 
portion either compressed images of said taken image data derived from the first 
camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof 
having been compressed from the first camera or compressed images of said image 
data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum 
movement range thereof stored in said storage unit having been compressed, at a 
position based on corresponding position information of a respective set of said set of 
image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof, with position information of each of said taken 
image, data sets being assembled therein. Lassiter, on the other hand discloses a step 
of using a third image display portion for storing in a storage unit image data, taken of 
different positions with said first camera unit over all image-taking directions in the 
maximum movement range thereof, with position information attached to each set of 
image data taken over all image-taking directions in the maximum movement range, 
and displaying in the third image display portion either compressed images of said 
taken image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof having been compressed from the first camera or 
compressed images of said image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof stored in said storage 
unit having been compressed, at a position based on corresponding position information 
of a respective set of said set of image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
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image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof, with position 
information of each of said tal<en image, data sets being assembled therein. 

More specifically, Lassiter discloses a step of using a third image display portion 
for storing in a storage unit image data, taken of different positions with said first camera 
unit over all image-taking directions in the maximum movement range thereof (figure 9 
item 901; maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a single 
camera), with position information attached to each set of image data taken over all 
image-taking directions in the maximum movement range (column 7 liens 3 et seq.; 
direction and position information stored in item 103 of figure 1), and displaying in the 
third image display portion either compressed images of said taken image data derived 
from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement 
range thereof having been compressed from the first camera or compressed images of 
said image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof stored in said storage unit having been compressed 
(figure 9 item 901; maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a 
single camera), at a position based on corresponding position information of a 
respective set of said set of image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof, with position 
information of each of said taken image, data sets being assembled therein (column 7 
liens 3 etseq.; direction and position information stored in item 103 of figure 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Lassiter with the teachings 
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of Sato et al. because in column 3 lines 1 - 67 Lassiter teaches that the invention 
improves the visual user interface and makes it easier to control the camera. 

Regarding claim 9, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 7 Sato et al. in 

view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Sato et al. 
teaches that said first and second image display portions make display on mutually 
different areas on display means (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 items 203 and 202). 

Regarding claim 10, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 7 Sato et al. 
in view of Lassiter teach all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Lassiter 
teaches that wherein display information of a range indicated by a second indicating 
display superimposed on said third image display portion is displayed on said first 
image display portion (figure 9 items 901 - 903). 

Regarding claim 11, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 10 Sato et al. 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Sato et al. teaches that 
while selection is being made with said first or second indicating displays, and during 
the time from selection with said first or second indicating displays until starting of 
image-taking of said selected desired range, image data within said predetermined 
range selected with said first or second indicating displays is read out from said storage 
unit and displayed on said second or first image display portion (figure 9 items 901 - 
903). 
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Regarding claim 12, as mentioned above in tine discussion of claim 10 Sato et al. 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. Additionally, Sato et al. teaches that 
upon an arbitrary point on said first or third image display portion being selected, said 
first or second indicating displays are superimposed on said first or third image display 
portion according to said selected arbitrary point (figure 9 item 902). 

Regarding claim 13, Sato et al. discloses a computer-readable medium encoded 
with a program (column 3 lines 4-21, column 6 lines 29 - 58, and column 7 liens 4 et 
seq.) for causing a computer to execute a monitoring method for monitoring a 
predetermined location (figure 1 item 109, PC) by: 

storing in a storage unit image data (column 9 lines 58 - 67; image storage), 
derived from a first camera unit (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 203) capable of 
taking images from different imaging directions (figures 1 and item 101 and figure 7 
items 71 and 72; wide-angle cameras 71 and 72 in figure 7 when combined together are 
considered as one camera unit and they take images from different imaging directions), 
and position information associated with each set of image data (column 5 lines 10 - 
18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, image signal 
1 13 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b); 

displaying on a first image display portion, either compressed images of said 
image data having been compressed from said first camera unit or compressed images 
of said image data read from said storage unit and then being compressed (column 5 
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lines 10 - 18; item 114 compressed and encoded signal; also column 6 lines 1 - 9, 
image signal 113 is compressed and encoded and figure 5a and 5b), at a position 
based on position information associated with a set of said displayed image data, with 
the position information of a respective set of image data being assembled therein 

(figure 5a and 5b); 

deriving moving image data from a second camera unit (figures 2, 12A - 12B, 
and 13 item 202) capable of taking images from changeable directions (figures 1 and 
item 110 and figure 7 item 73); 

displaying said moving image data on a second image display portion (figures 2, 
12A- 12B, and 13 item 202); 

wherein a predetermined range is selected with a first indicating display and 
superimposed on said first image display portion, and said moving image data is 
derived within said predetermined range (figures 2, 12A - 12B, and 13 item 204). 

However, Sato et al. fails to disclose using a third image display portion for 
storing in a storage unit image data, taken of different positions with said first camera 
unit over all image-taking directions in the maximum movement range thereof, with 
position information attached to each set of image data taken over all image-taking 
directions in the maximum movement range, and displaying in the third image display 
portion either compressed images of said taken image data derived from the first 
camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof 
having been compressed from the first camera or compressed images of said image 
data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum 
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movement range thereof stored in said storage unit having been compressed, at a 
position based on corresponding position information of a respective set of said set of 
image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof being assembled therein. Lassiter, on the other 
hand discloses using a third image display portion for storing in a storage unit image 
data, taken of different positions with said first camera unit over all image-taking 
directions in the maximum movement range thereof, with position information attached 
to each set of image data taken over all image-taking directions in the maximum 
movement range, and displaying in the third image display portion either compressed 
images of said taken image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking 
directions in a maximum movement range thereof having been compressed from the 
first camera or compressed images of said image data derived from the first camera unit 
over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof stored in said 
storage unit having been compressed, at a position based on corresponding position 
information of a respective set of said set of image data derived from the first camera 
unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof being 
assembled therein. 

More specifically, Lassiter discloses using a third image display portion for 
storing in a storage unit image data, taken of different positions with said first camera 
unit over all image-taking directions in the maximum movement range thereof (figure 9 
item 901; maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a single 
camera), with position information attached to each set of image data taken over all 



Application/Control Number: 10/649,150 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2622 

image-taking directions in the maximum movement range (column 7 liens 3 et seq.; 
direction and position information stored in item 103 of figure 1), and displaying in the 
third image display portion either compressed images of said taken image data derived 
from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a maximum movement 
range thereof having been compressed from the first camera or compressed images of 
said image data derived from the first camera unit over all image-taking directions in a 
maximum movement range thereof stored in said storage unit having been compressed 
(figure 9 item 901; maximum movement range when compared to item 903 using a 
single camera), at a position based on corresponding position information of a 
respective set of said set of image data derived from the first camera unit over all 
image-taking directions in a maximum movement range thereof being assembled 
therein (column 7 liens 3 etseq.; direction and position information stored in item 103 of 
figure 1). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Lassiter with the teachings 
of Sato et al. because in column 3 lines 1 - 67 Lassiter teaches that the invention 
improves the visual user interface and makes it easier to control the camera. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE 
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FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

6. a shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first 
reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action 
and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE- 
MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply 
expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number 
is (571) 270-1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fh 
6:45-3:15. 

8. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 

examiner's supervisor, Jason Chan can be reached on (571) 272-3022. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Usman Khan/ 
Usman Khan 
05/11/2009 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 

/Jason Chan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



